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REPORT 


.  OF  THE 

SELECT  COMMITTEE,  appointed  by  Order  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  dated  19tli  April,  1904,  to 
take  evidence,  cnll  for  papers,  and  report  upon 
the  general  working  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  Line 
from  Kalabas  Kraal  to  Hopefield  ;  the  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  Messrs.  Pyott,  Smith, 
Geaaff,  Colonel  Bayly,  Messrs.  Eoss, 
Baeeable,  I.  J.  VAN  Zyl,  and  Owen-Lewis. 

Your  Committee,  having  taken  the  evidence  of 
the  railway  officials  responsible  for  the  working  of 
the  line,  and  having  heard  the  evidence  of  the 
representatives  of  the  farming  and  mercantile 
community  of  Darling  and  Hopefield,  beg  to  sub- 
mit the  following  suggestions,  which,  in  their 
opinion,  if  acted  upon,  might  tend  towards  the 
line  being  worked  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner 
than  heretofore. 

(1)  That  a  competent  official  should  be  placed 
in  entire  charge  of  the  whole  line,  and  be 
responsible  for  its  control  and  manage- 
ment. That  he  should  receive  extra  pay 
for  his  work,  and  in  the  event  of  the  line 
being  successfully  worked  he  should 
receive  further  remuneration  for  his 
services. 

(2)  That  the  rates  now  charged  on  the  narrow 
gauge  line  should  be  reduced  in  order  to 
bring  them  more  into  conformity  with  the 
rates  charged  on  the  main  line. 

(3)  That  covered  trucks  should  be  provided, 
and  the  flat  trucks  now  in  use  should  have 
sides  constructed  for  them. 


(4)  That  adequate  accommodation  in  the  way 
of  sheds  should  be  constructed  for  storing 
the  produce  carried  on  the  line,  and  that 
an  extensive  covered  transhipping  shed 
should  be  built  at  Kalabas  Kraal. 

(5)  That  the  stations  should  be  fenced  round 
in  order  to  prevent  cattle  from  destroying 
the  produce  lying  at  the  stations. 

(6)  That  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to 
improve  the  transhipping  arrangements 
at  Kalabas  Kraal  by  placing  a  thoroughly 
competent  man  in  charge  of  the  labour 
employed. 

(7)  That  the  train  service  should  be  improved 
and  accelerated,  and  altered  so  as  to  en- 
able passengers  from  Hopefield  to  catch 
the  early  train  from  Kalabas  Kraal  to 
Cape  Town  ;  and  that  first,  second  and 
third  class  carriages  should  be  run. 

(8)  That  every  precaution   should  be   used  to 

preserve  perishables  in  the  course  of 
transmission  and  transhipment,  and  to 
provide  that  all  loading  and  off-loading  is 
carried  out  under  capable  supervision. 

(9)  In    conclusion,    your    Committee    would 

point  out  that  capable  management,  im.- 
proved  accommodation  for  transhipping 
and  storing,  and  a  more  generous  treat- 
ment in  ihe  way  of  rates,  are  essential  in 
order  to  mitigate  the  disadvantages 
naturally  suffered  by  those  who  are  forced 
to  use  a  line  of  a  different  gauge  from  the 
main  line  with  which  they  are  connected. 

C.  A.  OWEN-LEWIS, 

Chairman. 

Committee  Eooms, 

Legislative  Council, 
25th  May,  1904. 
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RAP POUT 

VAN  HET 

OEKOZEN  COMITE,  aangestckl  op  last  van  den 
-  Wetgeveiidcn  Ptaad,  gedatecrd  19  April  1904. 
om  getiiigenis  in  te  winnon,  om  papiercn  to 
vragen  en  rapport  te  doen  over  de  working 
van  de  smalle  Spoor weglijn  van  Kalabas 
Kraal  naar  Hopefiold  ;  hot  Comito  te  bestaan 
uit  de  heeren  Pyott,  Smith,  Graaff,  Colonel 
Bayley,  de  heeren  Eoss,  Barrable,  I.  J.  van 
Zyl  en  Owen-Lewis. 

Uw  Comite,  de  getuigenis  afgenomen  hebbende 
van  de  spoorweg  beambten,  verantwoordelijk  voor 
de  werking  van  de  lijn,  en  de  getuigenis  gehoord 
hebbende  van  de  vertegenAvoordigers  van  de 
Boeren  en  Handelstand  van  Darling  en  Hopefield, 
wenscht  de  volgende  aanbevelingen  te  doen,  die, 
in  zijn  opinio,  indien  er  naar  gehandeld  wordt, 
leiden  zal  tot  het  werken  van  de  lijn  op  een  meer 
bevredigende  wijze  dan  tot  hiertoe. 

(1)  Dat  een  bevoegde  beambte  zal  aangesteld 
worden  met  het  voile  bestier  van  de  ge- 
heele  lijn  en  verantwoordelijk  zal  zijn 
voor  haar  controle  en  bestuur.  Dat  hij 
extra  betaling  ontvangen  zal  voor  zijn 
work,  en  ingeval  dat  de  lijn  met  success 
gewerkt  wordt,  behoort  hij  verdere  be- 
looning  voor  zijne  diensten  te  ontvangen. 

{2)  Dat  het  prijstarief  nu  in  zwang  op  de 
smalle  spoorwegiijn  verminderd  zal 
worden,  ten  einde  het  meer  gelijkvormig 
te  doen  zijn  met  hot  prijstarief  op  de 
hoofd  lijn. 


(3)  Dat  bodokte  -trucks"  verschaft  moeten 
wordeii  en  dat  voor  de  vlakke  "  trucks  " 
nu  in  f^ebruik,  zijden  gemaakt  moeten 
worden. 

(4)  Dat  voldocnde  accommodatie  in  den  vorm 
van  pakhuizen,  gebouwd  moeten  worden, 
ten  einde  dc  produkten,  die  over  de  lijn 
vervoerd  worden,  te  bergen  en  dat  een 
uitgebreide  bedekte  verschepings  pakhuis 
te  Kalabas  Kraal  gebouwd  moeten  worden. 

(5)  Dat  de  Stations  omheind  moeten  worden, 
ten  einde  het  vee  te  verhinderen  de  pro- 
dukten die  bij  de  Stations  leggen  te  ver- 
nielen. 

(6)  Dat  elke  poging  aangewend  moet  worden 
om  de  verschepings  schikkingen  te 
Kalabas  Kraal  te  verbeteren,  door  het 
aanstcllen  van  een  degelijke  bevoegde 
man,  die  het  bestier  over  de  geemplo- 
yeerden  hebben  zal. 

(7)  Dat  de  treindienst  verbeterd  en  bespoedigd 
moet  worden  en  zoo  veranderd  moet  zijn, 
ten  einde  passagiers  van  Hopefield  in 
staat  te  stellen  den  vroegen  trein  van 
Kalabas  Kraal  naar  Kaapstad  te  vangen  ; 
en  dat  cerste,  tweede  en  derde  klas  spoor- 
wegwagens  loopen  moeten. 

(8)  Dat  elke  voorzorg  gebruikt  moet  worden 

om  bederfelijke  dingen  in  het  overzenden 
en  verscheping  te  bewaren  en  toe  te  zien 
dat  alle  laden  en  afladen  onder  bevoegd 
toezicht  geschieden. 

(9)  Ten  besluite,  Avenscht  uw  Comite  aan  te 
wijzen  dat  een  bekwaan  bestuur,  ver- 
beterde  accommodatie  voor  verscheping  en 
bergen  en  een  milder  behandeling  in  de 
toepassing  van  prijstarieven,  essentieel 
zijn,  ten  einde  de  nadeelen  te  leenigen,  die^ 


IX 


natuuiiijkerwijzo  worclen  f>elodcii  door 
degeiicn,  die  genoodzaakt  worden  eon  lijii 
te  gebruikcn  van  een  verschillcnde  breedto 
van  do  lioofdlijn,  waarmede  zij  verbonden 
zijn. 

C.  A.  OWEN-LEWIS, 

Yoorzitter. 


Comite  Kamers, 

Wetgevonden  Eaad, 
25  Mci,  1904. 


PT,'OCR!;niX(is  of  roMMiTrKM 


Proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee,  appointed  l)y  Order 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  dated  the  IDth  April,  11)04,  to  take 
evidence,  call  for  papers,  and  rei)ort  u})on  the  general  working 
of  the  narrow  gauge  line  from  Kala])as  Kraal  to  Hopetield, 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  Messrs.  Pyott,  Smith,  Graaff, 
Col.  Bayly,  Messrs.  Ross,  Barrable,  I.  J.  van  Zyl,  and 
Owen-Lewis. 

Clerk  read  Order,  tlated  19th  April,  1904,  appointing  Committee. 

Resolved  :  That  Mr.  Owen-Lewis  be  Chairman. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  5th  May. 


Thur^daij,  6fh  May,  1904. 


Col.  Bavly. 
Mr.  Ross. 


PRESENT  : 
Mr.  Owen-Lewis  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Pyott. 

Mr.  Graaff. 

Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Inspector  Alfred  Hardcastle,  C.G.R.,  Mr.  G.  A.  Reid,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Yon,  examined. 

Clerk  laid  on  table  Statement  of  Expenditure  in  working  the 
line  from  1st  March,  1903,  to  29th  Fe))ruary,  1904:  [ride  Appendix]. 

Adjourned  until  11th  May. 


Wednesday/  nth  May,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Owen-Lewis  (Chairman). 

Mr,  Smith.  Mr.  Barrable. 

Mr.  Pyott.  Col.  Bayly. 

Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Messrs.  Gustaf   P]rnst    Praekelt,  Wm.  Fenlinand  Versfeld,  and 
Ernest  John  Snead,  examined. 
Adjourned  until  20th  May. 


Xil  PROCEEDINGS   OF   COMMITTEE 


Friday,  20th  May,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Owen-Lewis  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Pyott. 
Mr.  Graaff. 


Mr.  Bai-rable. 
Colonel  Bayly. 


Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 
Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved  :    To  summon  Messrs.  Jacol:)  Retief,  Schreuder,  and 
Ackermann,  of  Hopetield,  to  give  evidence. 
Adjourned  until  25th  May. 


Wednesday,  25th  May,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Owen-Lewis  (Chairman). 

Colonel  Bayly.  |  Mr.  Pyott. 

Mr.  Smith.  |  Mr.  Ross. 

Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl.  |  Mr.  Barrable. 

Minutes  read  ^md  confirmed. 

Clerk  stated  that  a  communication  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Ackerman  intimating  his  inability  to  attend. 

Mr  J   F.  M.  Retief  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Schreuder  examined. 

Chairuian  submitted  a  Draft  Report. 

After  deliberation, 

Resolved  :  That  Draft  Report  be  adopted,  and  that  the  Chairman 
report  accordingly. 


MINITES    or    EVIDENCE. 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  KALABAS  KRAAL- 
HOPEFIELD  RAILWAY. 


Thursday,  5th  May,  1904. 


PEESENT : 

Me.  Owen-Lewis  (Chairman). 

CoL  Bayly.  Mr.  Ross. 

Mr.  Pyott.  Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl. 

3Ir.  Alfred  Hardcastle,  examined. 

1.  Chairman.]  You  are  an  Inspector  on  the  rail-  AHardca^tie 
way  from  Kalabas  Kraal  to  Hopefield  ? — I  am  the 
District  Traffic  Inspector  in  Cape  Town.     I  was  ^ay -i,  i'.")4. 
detached  for  duty  for  about  a  month  at  Kalabas 

Kraal  for  the  first  month  ;  subsequent  to  that  I 
have  kept  a  weekly  inspection  on  that  line  and 
seen  how  traffic  has  been  working. 

2.  How  frequently  do  you  go  there  now  ? — 
Latterly,  I  have  had  to  sencl  a  deputy,  but  once  a 
week,  practically,  an  inspection  takes  place. 

3.  Then  you  inspect  Kalabas  Kraal,  and  it  would 
be  your  duty,  I  suppose,  to  report  on  any  com- 
plaints which  were  made  as  regards  transshipment 
from  the  narrow  gauge  to  the  broad  gauge  ? — 
Certainly. 

4.  Have  there  been  many  complaints  ? — There 
have  been  complaints,  which,  on  investigation, 
have  been  proved  to  have  been  considerably 
exaggerated.  The  feeling  in  the  district  is  what  I 
should  term  antagonistic  to  the  two  feet  gauge 
line,  and  all  the  complaints  seem  to  merge  on  to 


2     MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE    TAKEN    BEFORE    THE   SELECT 

Mr.       Kalabas  Kraal,  and  they  blame  the  transshipment 

A.Hax-dcastie.  ^^  Kalabas  Kraal.      There  have  been  delays,  and 

3iay.-..i!»o4.  there  are  bound  to   be  delays  by  the  tri-weekly 

service,  but  the  complaints  from  the  inhabitants 

of  the  district  have  certainly  been  exaggerated. 

5.  Have  there  been  long  delays  between  the  times 
when  there  are  loads  coming  into  Kalabas  Kraal — 
how  long  would  it  take  to  transship  them  ? — It 
depends  upon  the  amount  of  traffic.  It  should  be 
cleared  in  two  days'  time. 

6.  The  whole  train  ? — With  the  exception  of  the 
time  when  we  get  forage,  which  is  the  most  difficult 
traffic  we  have  to  deal  with. 

7.  Then  I  may  take  it  that  the  train  arrives 
at  Kalabas  Kraal  —  say  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon ;  when  would  the  goods  which  are  on 
that  train  leave  Kalabas  Kraal  on  the  broad 
gauge  line  ? — Part  would  leave  on  the  Wednesday, 
and  part  on  the  Thursday.  Of  course,  we  have 
not  got  a  big  train  service  from  Cape  Town  to 
Malmesbury  to  begin  with,  and  we  have  to  fit  in 
with  the  service  to  Malmesbury.  It  takes  us  all 
our  time  to  get  all  the  transshipments  done. 

8.  There  would  be  two  days'  delay  ? — Yes,  that 
would  be  the  minimum. 

9.  And  the  maximum  ? — It  has  been  four  or  five 
days  when  we  have  had  a  rush  of  traffic. 

10.  How  do  you  deal  with  forage  ? — It  is  very 
difficult  to  deal  with,  in  this  respect :  it  has  to  be 
loaded  into  the  broad  gauge  trucks  very  carefully. 
This  traffic  entails  a  lot  of  labour  in  transshipping, 
and  also  a  lot  of  time  in  loading  the  top  tiers  of  the 
truck.  The  bales  at  the  end  of  each  tier  have  to 
be  wired  all  round,  and  then  the  truck  has  to  be 
sheeted.  This  we  have  to  do,  otherwise  we  lose  all 
the  ears.  Senders  of  forage  at  Malmesbury  and 
Moorreesburg  do  their  own  wiring  and  sheeting. 
Oats  and  wheat  we  can  transship  quickly,  but  not 
forage. 

11.  Have  you  any  special  arrangements  in  the 
way  "of  machinery  ? — We  have  a  crane,  but  the 
difficulty  is  to  get  native  labourers  to  understand 
the  working  of  the  crane. 


C03IMITTEE    OX    KALABAS    K  It  AA  l.-IIOPEFIELD    UAILAVAY.S 

12.  Then  the  crane  is  not  used  at  present  r — It  is        Mr. 
really  attached  to  a  breakdown  train.      We  could  -^Hardcastie. 
utilise  it  if  necessary  for  swinginiz  goods  over,  but  >iay.-,.]i»o4. 
then  we  should  have  to  have  a  practical  man  in 
charge  of  it,  at  a  big  charge  per  day. 

13.  Then  one  may  take  it  that  at  present  the 
whole  of  the  transshipping  is  done  by  hand—  the 
goods  are  taken  from  one  truck,  rolled  or  wheeled 
across  the  platform,  and  put  into  another  truck. 
Is  that  so  ? —  Yes,  but  they  are  checked  at  the  same 
time,  and  passed  through  the  book,  so  that  we  can 
see  if  any  damage  is  done,  and  report  it. 

14.  What  is  the  width  of  the  platform  at  Kalabas 
Kraal  ? — From  the  shed  it  would  be  twelve  yards, 
tapering  down  to  three  yards. 

15.  A  good  deal  of  that  stuff  is  rolled  across 
that  platform  ? — Yes,  but  a  part  is  at  the  same 
time  transshipped  from  one  truck  to  another  where 
the  lines  are  parallel.  We  have  boards  about  six 
feet  long  to  run  across  between  the  trucks. 

16.  You  mean  you  put  one  end  of  the  board  on 
one  truck  and  the  other  end  on  to  the  other  truck, 
and  carry  the  goods  across  ? — Yes. 

17.  Is  that  generally  done  '? — Xo  ;  the  checker 
must  mark  up  every  item  as  received. 

18.  Can  you  take  out  the  inside  of  the  narrow 
gauge  truck  bodily,  and  put  it  into  the  broad  gauge 
truck  ? — No.  I  had  that  idea,  but  it  cannot  be 
done. 

19.  The  narrow  gauge  trucks  are  like  the  larger 
ones,  only  smaller  ;  is  there  any  contrivance  for 
taking  the  inside  out  and  putting  it  into  the  other 
truck"? — No. 

20.  If  there  was,  you  would  save  a  good  deal  of 
time  ? — We  should  save  time,  but  lose  the  check. 
That  point  was  raised  when  the  Parliamentary 
Special  ran  down  some  time  ago,  and  Mr.  Douglass 
asked  me  the  question  specially.  I  spoke  to  Mr. 
Clark,  and  he  said  : — "  No  ;  we  must  have  a  check." 

21.  But.  of  course,  if  the  things  were  never  un- 
packed, and  merely  the  inside  of  the  truck  were 
taken  out  and  put  into  another  truck,  there  would 
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Mr.       be  no  question  of  checkino:  at  all  ? — The  checking 

A.Hardcastla  i  i  V  x      i,      i     i?j.      i 

^        would  have  to  be  left  alone. 
May  r,,  iyo4.      22.  If  a  ti'uck  is  sent  to  Kalabas  Kraal,  I  suppose 
they  only  take  the  number  of  the  truck.     They  do 
not  unpack  it  and  see  what  is  in  it  ? — No,  certainly 
not. 

23.  What  sort  of  a  staff  have  they  at  Kalabas 
Kraal  ? — It  was  a  very  large  one  at  the  beginning 
When  I  went  down  there  I  found,  practically 
speaking,  fifteen  or  sixteen  trucks  to  transship,  and 
twenty  small  ones,  and  only  six  Natives.  I  was 
given  a  free  hand,  and  I  increased  the  gang  to 
about  eighteen  Natives,  but  I  could  not  employ 
local  Natives — they  had  to  come  from  Cape  Town 
at  an  increased  cost.  At  the  beginning  there  was 
a  rush  of  traffic.  Afterwards,  when  the  traffic  had 
dropped  down  on  account  of  our  not  being  able  to 
get  Native  labour,  it  was  not  considered 
advisable  to  reduce  the  gang,  although  some 
days  the  boys  had  nothing  to  do,  and  we 
could  not  dispense  with  those  boys  because 
w^e  might  have  a  rush  on  the  next  day.  But  this 
year  there  has  been  more  Native  labour  available  ; 
the  Stationmaster  at  Kalabas  Kraal  has  been  able 
to  engage  Native  labour  locally,  and  we  can  do 
with  four  boys  and  a  checker.  Then  again,  the 
rate  of  pay  for  Native  labour  at  the  present  time  is 
higher,  and  this,  of  course,  increases  the  cost  of 
transshipment.  Years  ago  the  wage  was  2/6  per 
day  ;  now  it  is  4/-,  and  the  checker's  pay  is  really 
a  good  one.  There  is  an  increase  of  wages  all 
round. 

24.  At  the  present  time  the  staff  is  four  boys  and 
a  checker  ? — That  is  what  we  had  ;  at  the  present 
time  we  have  six,  although  sometimes  it  increases 
to  nine  or  ten. 

25.  Are  there  many  complaints  as  regards  trans- 
shipping ? — Yes  ;  but  the  complaint  is  nearly 
always  put  down  to  Kalabas  Kraal — the  damage  is 
put  down  to  the  transshipping  at  Kalabas  Kraal, 
but  the  goods  may  be  damaged  when  they  are 
loaded  at  Cape  Town.     In  all  the  letters  we  get, 
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however,     the    eoniplaints    invariably    say    it 
Kalabas  Kraal. 

26.  How  do  the  rates  on  the  Kahibas  Kraal  Kail- 
wa>  compare  witli  tliose  on  the  broad  <iau<^e — say 
to  Malmesbury  V — There  is  a  vast  dilt'erencc — i 
should  say  double,  that  is.  without  working-  it  out. 
All  these  new  branch  line  rates  are  higher,  in  order 
to  make  the  new  branch  line  pay  ;  otherwise,  if 
we  charged  main  line  rates,  we  should  work  at  a 
considerable  loss. 

27.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  which  you 
think  would  improve  the  working  of  the  line  ? — 
What  I  should  like  to  see  is  sufficient  traffic — 
passenger  and  goods — to  warrant  the  running  of  a 
daily  service  on  the  present  two  feet  gauge  line  ; 
but  the  traffic  at  present  does  not  warrant  this,  and 
until  this  standard  is  reached  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  ask  for  the  broad  gauge.  The  following  figures 
may  be  useful : — 

COST  OF  TEANSSHIPPING. 


is        -^*'- 

A.lIardcaHtie. 


Miiv  :..  r.iu-t. 


Amended  to  allow  of  one  hour  per  diem  occupied 

on  Station  dutie 

s,  and  less  carriage  cleaner. 

Month. 

Tons. 

Cost. 

Cost  per  Ton. 

1903. 

£ 

s.  d. 

March      

916 

75 

1/7-5 

April        

785 

78 

1/11-6 

May 

567 

44 

1/6-6 

June         

366 

36 

1/11-6 

Jnly 

471 

40 

1/8-3 

August     

416 

31 

1/5-8 

September 

482 

35 

1/5-4 

October 

307 

26 

1/8-3 

November 

264 

24 

1/9-7 

December            ... 

1904. 
January   

263 

24 

1/9-7 

476 

25 

1/0-6 

February ... 

948 

31 

-/7-8 

March 

1,687 

49 

-/6-9 
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AY. 

B 

Mr. 

A.Hardcastle. 
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SPECIAL   TRAmS. 


Mn 


I'.lOt. 


Dan-. 

Muntli. 

No.  of 
Trains. 

Kind  (if 
Special. 

Remarks. 

1908 

March 

10 

Goods 

Between  Kala- 

April 

9 

do. 

bas     Kraal 

May 

Nil 

and  Darling. 

Jime 

1 

do." 

July 

9 

do. 

Aiiij^nst 

Nil 

Sept. 
October 

Novr. 

1 

1 
Nil 

do. 
Pass  1 

Hopefield-Gold- 
man's  s])ecial. 

Deer. 

Nil 

1904 

JaiiA'. 

Nil 

Between  Kala- 

FebV. 

4 

Goods 

bas     Kraal 

March 

7 

do. 

and  Darling. 

Stock. 

1st  Class  2  4  compartments. 

8rd  Class         2  5  do. 

1st  and  van     5  2  do. 

Trucks  17  short  cattle. 

15  bogie. 

14  short  flats  (10  sent  away — 4  left). 
20  bogie  flats. 
8  pairs  timber. 
2  frames. 
1  crane  (8  locos.) 

All  stock,  with  the  exception  of  coaching,  has 
been  newly  painted. 

28.  Mr.  Grcfa/f.]  Do  you  mean  that  all  the 
complaints  are  groundless  or  exaggerated  ? — Not 
all  groundless,  though  they  are  to  a  certain  extent 
exaggerated.  I  mean  the  complaints  I  went  into 
personally — there  may  be  others.  I  have  not  had 
all  the  complaints,  but  of  those  1  investigated  it 
was  found  after  full  enquiries  that  there  were 
grounds  for  complaints,  but  they  were  exaggerated.. 
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Mr 

V.Hard.;;istl.' 


29.  Can  you  particularise*  any  of  the  ('oni])laints, 
speaking  from  memory  ? — "NVe  liaA^o  had  complaints 
from  Mr.  Coetzee  of  Hopefield  as  ret^ards  honey.  \i:»y  "• '■">» 
He  complained  of  its  arriving  at  the  journey's  end 
leakino-.  AVhen  it  arrived  in  the  A^an.  the  station- 
master  at  Kalabas  Kraal  distinctly  saw  it  carried 

over  and  loaded  on  to  a  trolley,  and  then  put  into 
tlie  other  van.  He  certainly  never  saw  any  rough 
handling.  Mr.  Coetzee  distinctly  said  it  was  a 
case  of  rough  handling  at  Kalabas  Kraal.  Honey 
in  cells  in  a  box,  in  hot  weather,  is  bound  to  melt 
and  leak  unless  it  is  in  an  air-tight  box.  That  was 
one  complaint. 

30.  Is  the  forage  in  pressed  bales  ? — Yes,  but  not 
hydraulically  pressed.  The  oidy  farmers  who 
send  it  hydraulically  pressed  are  Messrs.  Yollmer 
of  Darling ;  all  others  are  pressed  by  hand.  We 
have  to  wire  the  bales  at  the  end. 

31.  Have  you  to  re- wire  them  ? — They  are  not 
Avired  coming  in  on  the  narroAV  gauge  trucks. 
The  wiring  I  am  referring  to  is  to  fix  the  forage 
on  the  trucks,  and  prevent  it  falling  off. 

82.  What  I  mean  is  this  :  Is  the  forage  sent  in 
loose  sheaves  or  in  bales  ? — In  bales. 

33.  Then  you  transship  it  in  the  same  way  'H — 
Yes. 

34.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  re-wire 
them  ? — Not  re-wire  the  bales.  After  the  truck  i& 
loaded,  we  have  to  wire  all  the  bales  together  to 
prevent  them  rolling  over  in  transit. 

35.  Then  you  simply  have  to  wire  them  together 
on  the  truck  ? — Yes,  the  same  as  tying  them  with 
a  rope  if  they  were  on  a  cart. 

36.  Can  you  make  any  suggestion  to  improA^e 
tlie  transshipment  of  produce  there  ? — Not  for  the 
forage. 

37.  What  do  you  think  of  the  question  of  having 
a  shell  in  the  smaller  truck  for  forage  ? — For 
general  goods,  I  have  been  thinking  over  the 
question  of  having  a  shell  in  the  narrow-gauge 
trucks  for  transshipment  bodily  to  the  broad-gauge 
trucks,  for  some  time.     The  difficulty  crops  up  in 
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Mr.       that  a  truck  coming  from  Cape  Town  is  not  loaded 

M;iv :..  i-.uM.  loaded  also  with  traffic  for  all  the  intermediate 
sidings,  and  we  have  to  subdivide  it  before  we  can 
send  it  along.  It  would  be  rather  awkward  using 
the  shells,  and  I  am  afraid  we  cannot  carry  out 
that  plan  until  we  have  a  larger  amount  of  traffic. 

38.  What  are  the  principal  goods  you  handle  at 
Kalabas-Kraal  off  the  narrow-gauge  ? — Produce. 

39.  Principally  farmers' produce  ? — Yes. 

40.  You  consider  the  staff  ample  to  do  all  the 
work  there  ? — Oh  yes,  quite  ample. 

41.  Could  you  not  transship  quicker  if  you  had 
more  men  ? — Yes.  At  the  beginning  I  worked  it 
at  a  cost  of  £75  to  £78  a  month,  which  works  out 
at  Is.  9d.  a  ton.  We  have  reduced  it  now  to  6d.  or 
7d.  a  ton.  AYe  can  transship  more  expeditiously  by 
increasing  the  cost  per  ton  from  6d.  or  9d.  to  Is., 
but  we  should  i^robably  have  those  boys  lying  idle 
most  of  the  time. 

42.  Chairman. ]  What  is  the  biggest  trade  :  that 
which  comes  to  Kalabas  Kraal  on  the  narrow 
gauge  for  transshipment  to  the  ])road  gauge  or  vice 
versa  ? — Practically  si)eaking,  from  March  to  July 
of  last  year,  the  trains  were  fairly  equal.  After 
that,  more  particularly  taking  October,  November, 
December,  and  January,  there  is  no  produce 
coming  on  the  line.  It  is  chiefly  groceries  and 
provisions.  In  April,  the  tonnage  despatched  from 
Hopefield  was  212  tons,  against  109  tons  received. 
We  ought  to  have  800  tons  a  month  to  make  it 
pay.  The  average  is  600  tons  a  month,  but  some 
months  are  very  low. 

Mr.  George  Anderson  Reid,  examined. 

4*R  d       ^^'  ^^<^^^^<^^^-]  What  position  do  you  hold,  Mr. 
'■   —  ^^  "  Eeid  ? — Expenditure  Auditor. 

May  M 904.       44    TMs  ftcturn  wMch  you  hand  in  shows  the 
expenditure  in  working  the  Kalabas  Kraal- Hope- 
field    Line    from    1st    March,    1903,   to    the   29th 
February,  1904   {vide  Appendix  "  A.")  ? — Yes. 
45.  The  total  cost  has  been  £7,839  6s.  5d.  ?— Yes. 


May.'),  imx. 
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46.  And  the  receipts  you  make  .1:7,180  V — Yes.         ^,  ^>tr  ^^ 

47.  What  did   the  Jine  cost  to  make  ?— To  the    '    :_ '" 
29th  ot  last  month  .£108,824  7s.  lOd.  ^^^y  ''■  '•"'* 

48.  Does  tliat  include  the  cost  of  the  rolling- 
stock  as  well  ? — Yes  ;  there  may  he  small  amounts 
to  come  in  still.  The  line  is  not  closed,  from  a  con- 
struction point  of  view. 

49.  The  rate  ])er  cent,  per  annum  on  the  averaire 
capital  invested  to  a  full  vear's  interest  is  a  loss  of 
12s.  8d.  ?— Yes. 

William  James  Yon,  examined. 

50.  Chairman.]     You    w^ere     Stationmaster     at   ^  .J^yom. 
Kalahas  Kraal  for  some  time  ? — I  was  there  at  the 
opening-. 

51.  Are  you  still  Stationmaster  there  ? — No,  I 
am  at  KlipheuA^el. 

52.  Can  you  tell  us  the  length  of  the  line  from 
Kalahas  Kraal  to  Hopeiield  ?— 47  miles. 

53.  While  you  were  at  Kalahas  Kraal  did  you 
receive  many  complaints  from  the  farmers  round 
about  with  regard  to  the  transshipping  of  goods  ? — 
Yes,  I  have  had  several  complaints  from  the 
farmers. 

54.  In  your  opinion,  were  there  many  goods 
damaged  in  transshipment  ? — No  sir. 

55.  How  long  did  it  usually  take  between,  say, 
when  a  train-load  on  the  narrow  gauge  line  came 
in  before  you  could  transship  it  to  the  broad  gauge  ? 
— If  it  came  in  on  Tuesday,  it  would  get  away  on 
Wednesday. 

56.  Would  you  get  it  all  away  in  the  one  day  ? — 
Not  always,  but  generally. 

57.  You  say  the  average  delay  is  not  more  than 
24  hours  ?— No,  sir. 

58.  But  during  the  busy  time  V — There  was  a  rush 
in  March  and  April  of  last  year. 

59.  During  the  farmers'  busy  season  what  w^ould 
oe  the  delay  ? — It  would  ])e  about  86  hours,  or 
possibly  more. 

60.  As  regards  forage? — Yes,  it  takes  longer  than 
anything  else.     It  requires  very  careful  handling, 


W.J.  Yol 
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Mr.       more   so   than   the   other   <>oods   do.  and  it  takes 
longer  to  transship. 
1904.      61.  Your  experience  as  Stationmaster  was  that 
the  narrow  gautre  line  was  very  unpopular  with 
the  farmers  in  the  district  V — Yes. 

62.  What  do  you  attribute  that  to  ? — I  think  they 
wanted  the  standard  gauge  of  3  feet  6  inches, 

63.  I  suppose  the  chief  complaint  was  as  regards 
the  delay  in  transshipment  ? — There  was  not  much 
delay,  sir. 

64  Have  you  any  suggestions  which,  in  your 
opinion,  would  assist  the  transshipment  V — Well,  I 
think  we  have  got  into  good  working  order  now. 
At  first  we  had  a  great  difficulty,  but  I  think  we 
are  in  good  working  order  now. 

65.  You  have  a  system  of  putting  a  board  from 
one  truck  to  another.  Would  it  not  be  better  if 
you  had  a  longer  platform  ? — Yes.  At  present  we 
have  to  use  the  landing  board,  but  if  the  platform 
was  extended  it  would  help, 

66.  Then  if  you  had  some  system  whereby  you 
could  take  the  inside  of  the  narrow  gauge  truck — 
say  by  means  of  a  crane — and  place  it  inside  the 
broad  gauge  truck,  do  you  think  it  would  answer  ? 
— It  is  according  to  what  the  truck  is  loaded  with. 
It  is  all  right  for  bags  of  forage,  but  we  have  a  lot 
of  oat-hay.  and  the  bales  have  to  be  stuck  three  or 
four  high,  and  then  wired  fast  and  sheeted.  For 
bags  of  grain  it  might  answer. 

67.  In  your  opinion  as  Stationmaster,  do  you 
think  the  complaints  have  been  exaggerated  ? — 
They  have  to  a  great  extent.  All  delays  have 
been  put  down  to  Kalabas  Kraal,  because  that  was 
the  transshipping  station. 

68.  3Ir.  Graaff.']  Do  you  knovv  whether  there 
have  been  any  claims  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  goods  at  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — Oh.  yes,  one  or  two 
claims,  but  not  many. 

69.  Is  it  j)ossible,  in  transshipping  from  the  one 
gauge  to  the  other  that  goods  might  get  smashed 
inside  the  boxes  without  being  noticed  ? — ^Ycs,  it 
might  happen  ;  but  as  rule  we  handle  the  goods 
verv  carefullv. 
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70.  ChdiriiKiii.']  ^Vlio  is  the  SlntioniiiMstcr  there      .  ^^'/^ 
now  ? — Mr.  J>ell.  from  En<>:ltin(l.  ^^   '^  °"' 

71.  lias  ]ie  heen  liere  ]oii<i  ? — About   m  month  or  m^'.^  •■  i'">4- 
six  weeks. 


W(^dn<sdii!i.    nth    Midj.   VJ()4. 
PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Owen-Lewis  ^C^hairman 


Mr.  Smith. 
Mr.  Pyott. 
Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl. 


Mr.  Barrable. 
Colonel  Bavly 


iMav  11.  r."M. 


Mr.  Gustaf  Krn.^i  PrdeJadi.  examined. 

72.   CJt((ir)nan.']      Yon    reside     in    l)arliii,i>.    Mr.     p,!j;/keit' 
Praekelt  ? — Yes,  I  am  manager  for  my  uncle. 

78.  A  meetino-  was  held  last  February  to  select 
•  delegates  to  wait  as  a  deputation  on  the  Commis- 
sioner ? — Exactly. 

74.  At  that  time  a  change  of  Ministry  wns 
coming  on,  and  it  was  impossible  for  anything  to 
be  done  ? — Yes. 

75.  You  and  Mr.  Versfeld  were  chosen  as  dele- 
gates ? — Yes. 

76.  I  believe  that  last  Saturday  another  meeting 
w^as  held  to  select  delegates,  and  Mr.  Yersf eld  and 
yourself  were  elected  to  represent  tlie  Darlituj 
^Ain'icuUural  Society  and  the  general  public  V — Yes. 

77.  AVith  regard  to  the  general  working  of  the 
line,  Ave  may  take  it.  lirst  of  all,  that  you  want  the 
rolling  stock  altered  so  as  to  do  away  with  the 
trucks  and  bogies  you  have  at  the  present  time  ; 
and  secondly,  that  you  want  to  have  wire  fences 
put  round  the  station  y — Yes.  The  flat  trucks  and 
bogies  are  all  right  for  timber  and  so  on,  but  for 
grain  they  are  not  much  good. 

78.  Then  you  want  covered  trucks  ? — Xi  least 
-one  or  tAvo. 

79.  You  state  there  are  none  at  present  y — Tliere 
«are  none. 
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Mr.G.  E.        80.  With  reuard  to  the  transshipping  :  you  ad- 
""^-^  '    vocate  that  a  General  Manager  should  be  api^ointed 
May  11.  i'..oi.  to  take  charge  of  that  line  ?— Yes. 

81.  His  headquarters  naturally  would  be  at 
Kalabas  Kraal,  but  he  would  have  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  working  of  the  whole  line  ? — Yes. 

82.  You  say  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  care- 
lessness in  connection  with  the  transshipping  at 
Kalabas  Kraal :  is  that  on  account  of  the  sniallness 
of  the  staff,  or  of  their  incompetency  ? — I  think 
the  checkers  are  changed  too  often,  md  the  work 
is  left  too  much  in  the  hands  of  the  natives. 

83.  AVhen  the  goods  reach  you  at  Darling  they 
are  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ? — They  show 
that  they  have  been  badly  loaded,  and  that  has 
caused  the  damage.  There  is  not  sufficient  super- 
vision 

84.  You  state  further,  that  in  most  of  the  con- 
signments of  liquor  arriving  at  Darling,  there  is 
mostly  a  damaged  case,  and  one  to  three  bottles 
short  ? — There  has  never  been  an  occasion  where 
a  case  of  liquor  has  not  been  broken  into. 

85.  You  say  that  no  consignment  has  not  been 
in  some  way  damaged,  and  liquor  extracted  from 
it '? — Quite  so. 

86.  Did  you  make  any  complaints  ?  —  I  have 
always  complained  to  the  stationmaster,  and  have 
always  been  paid  my  claim. 

87.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  how 
often  this  has  occurred  ? — About  half  a  dozen 
times. 

88.  At  what  time  do  you  propose  there  should  be 
a  train  to  leave  Hopefield  to  catch  the  train  from 
Malmesbury,  in  order  to  get  to  Cape  Town  at  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  ? — I  should  say  to 
leave  Hopefield  at  about  four  in  the  morning. 

89.  AYhat  is  the  distance  from  Hopefield  to  Kala- 
bas Kraal  ? — About  47  miles. 

90.  And  how  long  do  they  take  in  doing  it  ? — 
Five  hours  and  a  half.  The  train  is  only  supposed 
to  run  twelve  miles  an  hour,  but  it  is  not  necessary 
to  stay  at  all  sidings  and  Darling  so  long  as  they 
do. 
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1)1,  Do   you    know    why    tlicv    stoi)    so    loii«i    at     )?'■"•  I*' 
Darling  y — The  station  master  savs  it  is  for  shunt-         _ 

ilio-.  "  May  n.  I'»4. 

92.  Now,  with  legard  to  the  line  itself :  is  it.  in 
your  opinion,  suliicient  foi-  the  district  if  it  were 
pro])erly  worked  ? — Yes,  I  thinlv  so. 

9;^.  You  would  be  satisfied  with  the  narrow 
<>aut>-e,  if  it  was  properly  worked  ? — Yes,  but  I 
should  prefer  the  ])road  <>au.iie. 

94.  AVhy  V — If  1  want  to  send  my  goods  or 
empties  away,  I  find  less  delay  on  the  broad  gauge, 
and  on  that  i^oint  I  give  it  the  preference. 

95.  You  believe  if  the  line  were  properly  worked, 
it  must  be  a  success  V — Yes.  If  the  line  could  be 
extended  to  Saldanha  Bay,  it  would  pay  very  well. 

9().  Mr.  Pi/ott.^  AVhat  is  the  distance  from  IIopc- 
iield  to  Saldanha  l^ay  ? — About  the  same  distance 
as  from  Darling  to  Hopefield — about  25  to  ,30  miles. 

97.  Mr.  SinUJt.']  How  many  Avires  do  you  think 
you  should  have  round  the  fence  to  be  erected 
round  the  station  ? — I  would  not  propose  wire 
fencing  at  all,  as  that  is  no  good  for  cattle. 

98.  Not  if  you  had  seven  or  eight  barbed  wires  V 
— I  would  rather  have  a  fence  of  wood.  I  think 
that  would  be  more  suitable. 

99.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  gross  amount  of 
Aveight  carried  from  Kalabas  Kraal  to  Ilopetield  in 
the  course  of  twelve  months — forward  and  back  ? 
— About  8,000  bags  of  oats,  that  means  about 
12,000  lbs.,  then  there  are  about  3.500  bags  of  other 
kinds  of  grain. 

100.  You  have  no  idea  of  the  gross  Aveight  from 
the  district  ? — No. 

101.  I  understand  you  are  charged  l^d.  per  ton 
extra  for  the  Kalabas  Kraal-IIopeheld  line  than  on 
any  other  line  ? — Yes. 

i02.  How  is  that  ll^d.  made  up  y — On  the  main 
line  it  is  ^d.  per  ton,  and  on  the  branch  line  it  is 
2d.  per  ton — I  do  not  know  why. 

108.  Is  the  cost  of  transshipping  included  in  the 
lid.r— Yes. 

104.  You  think  if  there  was  a  responsible  man  in 
charge,  either  as  a  General  Manager  of  that  section 
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r.  <i.  K.    or  a  man  in  a  responsil}l(^  position,  that  the  trans- 
'"'i'''^'    shipping  couhl  be  done  with  far  better  returns  and 
11. 1'jdi.  benefits  to  the  people  who  send  their  goods  forward, 
and  also  to  the  Hail  way? — Yes. 

105.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  value  of  the 
claims  sent  in  to  the  Eaifway  Department  durino 
the  last  twelve  months? — No,  the  stationmastei- 
at  Darlino'  would  not  tell  me  that. 

106.  And  one  of  your  oreat  causes  of  complaint  is 
the  want  of  covered  trucks  to  carry  perishable 
<40ods  such  as  butter,  etc.? — Yes. 

107.  And  another  cause  of  conii^laint.  I  l)elieve, 
is  the  laroe  amount  of  time  wasted  at  the  sidin,i>s. 
and  at  Darling  ? — Yes. 

108.  Do  you  think  if  the  Piailway  Company 
arranged  an  early  train  to  leave  at  4  to  run  through, 
what  time  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessar^s^  for 
them  to  wait  and  pick  up  goods  at  Darling  ? — Ten 
minutes  would  be  sufficient,  I  should  think. 

109.  The  heavy  goods,  such  as  grain  and  forage, 
would  be  already  in  trucks  ? — Yes.  They  would 
only  want  to  couple  the  engine  on  the  trucks.  The 
delay  only  occui's  with  small  x)arcels,  not  with 
ti-uck  loads. 

110.  How  long,  as  a  rule,  do  goods  lie  at  Kala'oas 
Kraal  before  being  sent  on  ? — About  a  week,  l^e- 
cause  it  takes  always  so  long  before  I  get  the  TsTos. 
of  the  main  line  trucks. 

111.  Do  you  know  why  that  should  be  so  ? — No. 
11.2.  Does  that  remark  also  apply  to  perishrible 

goods? — No.  only  to  heavy  goods. 

113.  They  liave  to  transship  everything  from  the 
narrow  gauge  line  on  to  the  standard  gauge  ?— Yes. 

114.  They  have  no  means  there  of  lifting  the 
narrow  gauge  truck  on  to  a  broad  gauge  truck? — 
No. 

115.  Do  you  pay  anything  extra  for  the  trans- 
shipping ? — That  is  all  included  in  the  extra  l^d. 
per  ton. 

116.  CJt(iirui(in.\  There  are  no  2nd  (^lass  tickets 
anywhere  between  Kalabas  Kraal  and  Hopefield  ? 
— No.  onlv  1st  and  ord  on  the  narrow  liauge  line. 
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117.  Jfr.  B((rr(fh/r.]    \^  vv^^<\nU  the  dWYvvcwco  \i\     j\',':J^;.JJ- 
the  ]>ii('(.'  botAV(vn  a  Ini-^c^  (|iiaiitilv  of  <»()()(ls  and  a 

small  quantity,  is  not  tlie  rxpt'nsc  at  the  present  ^'='>  "•  '•*'"• 
moment  more  than  made  uyt  l)y  the  trans- 
ference of  the  i»()ods  from  tlie  smaHer  to 
the  lar<>er  trucks.  or  r/cr  versa  y  You 
say  for  small  ^oods  the  sender  puts  them 
into  the  trucks,  and  the  receiver  takes  tlieni 
out  y — No.  that  only  applies  to  truck  loads  ;  the 
Kail  way  employes  do  not  do  any  thin  <>•  of  that  kind; 
with  truck  loads  we  have  to  load  and  olfdoad.  In 
the  case  of  a  truck  load  I  have  24  hours  in  which 
to  clear  the  truck  load.  If  a  small  lot  is  sent,  the 
Eailway  people  do  the  work,  and  the  receiver  has 
three  days  in  which  to  remove  the  <ioods. 

118.  Col.  B(if/li/.]  How  many  trains  run  between 
Kalabas  Kraal  and  Hopefield  during  the  (hiy  ? — 
The  train  ooes  to  Hopetield  one  day  and  comes 
back  the  next  day. 

119.  Is  it  a  mixed  train — i^oods  and  ])assenger  ? — 
Yes. 

120.  How  does  the  delay  occur;  have  you  asked 
the  stationmaster  whether  the  yoods  are  dehiyed 
at  Darlino'  V — The  stationmaster  there  says  he  does 
not  know  himself,  but  he  says  he  does  not  think 
there  are  enough  people  to  do  the  transshipping. 

J/y.  WlUidm  Ferdinand  Versfcld.  examined. 

121.  (J/iairnian.]  You  are  a  farmer  at  DarUn.i;?    ver^fiid' 
—  Yes.  ■      3j^^.  -,.'„„ 

122.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Praekelt? 
—Yes. 

123.  Do  you  agree  with  it  ? — Quite. 

124.  You  say  the  views  of  the  people  of  the 
Darling  district,  as  rei^rescnted  by  these  letters 
[letters  handed  in — not  printed]  are  right  ? — Yes. 

125.  If  the  line  were  properly  Avorked,  do  you 
think  it  Avould  be  a  success  as  far  as  helping  the 
district  goes  y — I  certainly  think  so. 

126.  You  liaA'e  no  complaints  against  it  on  ac- 
<^ount  of  the  narroAv  gauge  ? — No.  but  Ave  haA^e 
.^against  the  general  management  of  it. 
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ver.^^eid         ^^^ '  ^''^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  anything  to  what  Mr.  Praekelt 
has  said  ? — Xo.  I  think  not.     I  would  only  state 
Max  iL  i'.M.4  ^]^.^^  ^\^^  grievances  mentioned  are  real  ones,  and 
that  some  alteration  ought  to  he  made. 

128.  The  Eailway  officials  who  have  given  evi- 
dence have  told  us  that  the  delays  have  not  ex- 
ceeded three  or  four  days.  Do  you  think  or  know 
that  goods  are  kept  for  seven  days  at  Kalabas 
Kraal  y — I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  that  per- 
sonally, because  as  a  farmer,  I  never  had  any  big 
parcels  along  the  line,  but  Mr.  Praekelt  is  a  big 
storekeeper,  and  knows  better  than  I  do  what 
delavs  have  occured. 


Mr.  Gustaf  Ernst  Praekelt,  re-examined. 


Mr.  G.  E. 
Praekelt. 


128a.   Chah'man^\  With  reference  to  the  length  of 
time   that   goods   remain  at  Kalabas  Kraal,  how 
May  11. 1904.  j^^^^g.  j^  ^^^^  state  they  are  generally  kept  there 

before  being  sent  on  ? — Four  to  five  days,  but  that 
refers  to  hi  avy  goods,  not  to  parcels. 

129.  AVith  regard  to  parcels  :  have  you  any 
complaints  ? — I  get  very  few.  and  cannot  say. 

130.  The  heavy  goods  you  do  get  are  kept  at 
Kalabas  Kraal  for  four  or  five  days,  on  an  average  ? 
— Yes. 

131.  Have  you  any  idea  why  this  occurs  ?— =-They 
say  everything  comes  in  wdtli  a  rush,  and  they 
cannot  do  everything  at  once.  The  last  two  con- 
signments I  sent  off  were  kept  at  Kalabas  Kraal 
for  seven  days  before  being  sent  oft'. 

132.  Mr.  Smith.']  AVhat  arrangements  do  you 
make  for  transshipment  of  your  goods  at  Kalabas 
Kraal  ? — I  do  not  make  any  arrangements  whatso- 
ever. They  are  left  in  the  hands  of  the  railway 
people. 

133.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  goods- 
until  they  arrive  at  Darling  V — That  is  so. 

134.  I  understood  you  just  now  to  say  that  you 
had  to  make  arrangements  for  the  transshipping 
of  the  goods  ? — Xo. 

135.  In  the  case  of  your  sending  away  a  truck- 
load  of  goods  from  Darling,  you  have  to  arrange 
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about  the   loadino-   yourself  y — I    have   to   load   a     m..  (4.e. 
truck-load  inyselt',  but  as  regards  the  transshipping      '"'^^  ^' 
I  never  do  that  myself.     I  have  to  consign  it  from  ^^"y  "■  '•'*'* 
my  address  to  Kalabas  Kraal  and  there  re-consign 
it. 

186.  Then  you  have  to  pack  the  truck  yourself  ? 
— At  Darling  most  decidedly,  but  not  at  Ivalabas 
Kraal. 

137.  Have  you  ever  complained  about  the  delay  V 
— Nearly  every  week  I  have  made  complaints. 

138.  Do  you  get  replies  ? — Yes. 

139.  What  do  they  say  ?  —  •'  The  matter  is 
receiving  attention." 

140.  Then  I  suppose  that  you.  :.sa  business  man. 
look  upon  the  detention  on  the  line  as  a  consider- 
able loss,  and  that  it  does  not  tend  to  people  having 
goods  sent  by  the  railway  if  it  can  be  avoided  ? — 
Thev  do  not  send  bv  the  railwav  if  they  can  avoid 
it. 

141.  Is  there  much  conveying  done  by  wagon  in 
your  district  ? — No,  the  cost  of  the  wagon  work  is 
more  costly. 

Mr.  Eniest  John  Snead,  examined. 

142.  Chairman.)     You  have  lately  been   station  ^,  ^^pneaa 
master  at  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — Yes.  '    -^  - 

143.  For  how  long  ?— Since  1st  November.   1903  **=^^' ^ '•'***'•  ^ 
until  2nd  May,  1904. 

144.  And  as  stationmaster  you  have  been  respon- 
sible for  all  the  transshipping  ? — Yes,  I  have  been 
responsible  for  everything  connected  with  trans- 
shipping while  at  Kalabas  Kraal. 

145.  There  have  been  a  very  large  number  of 
complaints,  have  there  not,  in  connection  with  the 
transhipping  at  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — Not  that  I  am 
aware  of.  The  complaints  departmentally  have 
not  been  more  numerous  than  elsewhere  I  think. 

146.  How  many  complaints  have  you  had  to 
investigate,  roughly  speaking,  while  you  were 
stationmaster  at  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — It  would  all 
depend  upon  what  you  call  complaints.  Some 
people  might  make  complaints,  but  on  investiga- 
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Mr.       tion  they  were  found  not  complaints.     The  fault 

■'•^^''     might  lie  at  Ilopeheld  ;  the  delay  might  occur  at 

May  11.  i<.to4.  Durban  Eoad  ;  and  it  is  only  natural  that  people 

would  think  the  delay  has  occurred  at   Kalabas 

Kraal. 

147.  Now.  what  is  your  experience  of  the  delay 
which  takes  place  at  Kalabas  Kraal  with  reference 
to  the  forwarding  of  goods  ? — 1  should  say  the 
cause  in  most  instances  would  be  the  tri- weekly 
seryice.  For  instance,  if  some  traffic  came  from 
Cape  Town  on  a  Monday  morning,  it  is  a  matter 
of  impossibility  for  that  train  load  to  go  on  that 
morning,  although  that  train  goes  on  at  eleyen 
o'clock  ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
are  other  things  to  do,  so  the  train  has  to  wait 
nntil  the  Wednesday,  which  means  three  clear 
days'  delay. 

i  18.  Then  we  may  also  take  it  that  if  a  truck 
arrives  at  Cape  Town  on  the  day  on  which  the 
train  is  due  to  leave  for  Kalabas  Kraal,  it 
does  not  go  by  that  train,  but  has  to  w^ait  until 
that  train  has  been  to  Hopefield  and  back? — 
Yes  ;  but  there  may  be  some  special  instruc- 
tions, and  in  the  case  of  perishable  goods  and  live 
stock  a  special  effort  would  be  made  to  get  it 
forward. 

149.  If  it  was  not  perishable,  the  train  would 
practically  have  to  wait  three  days  ? — Yes  ;  the 
chances  are  that  the  train  would  be  already  made 
up,  and  we  had  a  full  train.  Then  again,  suppos- 
ing the  tonnage  of  that  train  is  130  tons,  when  that 
train  is  made  up  there  would  be  two  trucks  (20  tons) 
over,  and  the  drivers  would  not  take  the  over-load 
away,  and  these  two  trucks  would  have  to  wait 
two  days. 

150.  What  is  the  weight  these  engines  take  ? — 
130  tons  is  the  standard  load. 

151.  What  arrangements  did  you  make  for  trans- 
shipping at  Kalabas  Kraal ;  what  did  your  staff 
consist  of  ? — The  regular  staff'  was  a  checker  and 
four  boys  (native  labourers)  ;  but  when  1  went 
there  I  found  some  were  not  so  good,  so  I  weeded 
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them  out  ainl  ^ot  othoi's.     That,  no  doul)l,  accounts  ^,  j'^^^.^,, 
for  the  reduction  in  the  cost  of  transshipping.  '"  l."*'" " 

152.  Eut  the  present  staff  is  one  checker  and  foui*  *^v  "  •■'"'^ 
boAs  ? — Yes  :    ])ut  if  there  is  a  rush  of  traffic,  extra 
hands  are  put  on  to  cope  with  it. 

153.  At  the  present  time  you  think  these  four 
boys  are  sufficient  ? — They  wouhl  he  sufficient  for 
the  ordinary  traffic,  but  in  the  grain  season  I  have 
liad  to  put  on  two  boys  extra,  and  sometimes  three 
or  four. 

154.  There  are  no  covered-in  trucks  on  the  line, 
are  there  ? — No.  not  what  you  would  call  "'boxed  " 
trucks. 

155.  One  of  the  complaints  is  that  the  butter 
from  the  Darling  Creamery  was  put  into  an  open 
truck  and  in  the  sun  ? — Not  exactly  in  tiie  sun.  It 
is  put  in  a  cattle  truck  and  sheeted. 

156.  The  trucks  at  your  disposal  are  not  good 
for  conveying  butter  ? — I  should  say  not. 

157.  Then  we  are  told  the  way  goods  are 
packed  in  the  trucks — such  as  paraffin  oil  and 
other  liquids,  on  the  top  of  rice,  flour,  sugar,  and 
other  foodstuffs  ? — There  may  be  an  isolated  case, 
but  it  is  not  general,  I  am  sure. 

158.  Did  you  superintend  the  loading  of  these 
trucks  ? — As  far  as  my  time  would  permit.  I  had, 
of  course,  my  other  duties  to  perform,  but  I  gave  as 
much  time  as  possible  to  it.  I  do  not  deny  there 
may  be  one  or  two  isolated  cases,  but  as  to  its  being- 
general,  I  should  say  decidedly  not. 

159.  Mr.  Pj/ott.]  Is  it  not  likely  that  there  is  some 
truth  in  what  has  been  stated  as  to  light  goods 
being  at  the  bottom,  and  heavy  goods  at  the  top 
of  the  truck  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

160.  They  are  put  from  the  broad  gauge  into  the 
narrow  truck.  Do  not  you  think  that  as  the 
lighter  goods  are  taken  from  the  top  of  the  one 
truck  and  put  into  the  other  truck  first — that  means 
at  the  bottom  of  the  truck — it  is  likely  to  happen 
that  heavy  goods  are  placed  on  the  top  after  the 
change  has  been  made  ? — No. 

161.  Mr.  Suiith.]  What  system  of  off-loading  is 
in  force  at  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — There  is  the  ordinarv 
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.^.  ^  transhippiiio  platform ;  the  aoods  are  taken 
.jiea    ^^^    ^^     ^^^    truck,     sorted     if     necessary,    and 

Mav  11.  i;i()}.  p^^^  jnto  the  narrow  .i^auii^e  trucks.  We  have 
had  a  lot  of  bricks  to  transship,  and  we  find 
it  is  cheaper  to  transship  from  truck  to  truck. 

162.  Then  the  narrow  gauge  is  so  built  that  you 
can  run  the  trucks  alongside  the  standard  gauge 
trucks  ? — That  is  so. 

163.  You  do  not  follow  that  course  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transferring  ordinary  goods  ? — That  would 
be  Idi possible,  because  the  consignments  would  be 
mixed  up  in  the  trucks  and  would  necessarily  have 
to  be  sorted  out. 

164.  Has  the  man  who  is  acting  as  checker  or 
foreman,  or  whatever  you  call  him.  had  much 
experience  in  railway  matters  ? — I  know  he  has 
had  some  experience  as  a  military  checker. 

165.  You  think  he  is  reliable  to  see  that  goods 
would  be  packed  properly,  so  that  complaints 
about  paraffin  mixed  with  rice,  etc.,  would  not  be 
likely  to  happen  ?-  He  would  not  do  that 
wilfully.  Sometimes  at  the  transshipping  station 
he  might  tell  a  boy  to  do  so  -  and  -  so, 
aDd  when  his  bacK  was  turned  his  instructions 
might  not  be  carried  out. 

166.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  tons 
sent  along,  to  and  fro,  from  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — Yes, 
from  263  to  1.687  tons  per  month. 

167.  And  can  you  tell  us  the  tonnage  of  perish- 
able goods  included  in  those  figures? — No,  I 
cannot. 

168.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  has  often  been 
a  delay  of  seven  days  ? — In  March  last  there  was 
twice  as  much  traffic  as  in  other  months,  and  there 
may  be  an  instance  where  an  isolated  consignment 
was  delayed  a  week,  but  I  am  positive  there  won't 
be  many. 

169.  The  delays  evidently  occur  on  the  way  "up  " 
to  Cape  Town  ;  I  suppose  being  a  grain  district, 
the  traffic  was  heavier  that  way  ? — I  think  during 
February  and  March  the  traffic  was  very  heavy 
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both  ways.     There  were  a  lot  of  bricks  for  Darling,        *tj- 
which  increased  the  traffic  for  last  March.  E.j.snead. 

170.  A  witness  has  said  the   general  length  of  ^^^y  >'  '•*"•''•• 
time  goods  are  dclaj^ed  at  Kalabas  Kraal  is  four 

days  ? — In  my  opinion  it  cannot  be  more. 

171.  Do  you  think  it  should  be  four  days  before 
goods  are  sent  on  ? — It  is  not  general. 

172.  Can  you  suggest  a  remedy  to  avoid  a  delay 
of  four  days  ? — The  only  remedy  is  a  daily  service. 

173.  How  many  trucks  do  you  put  behind  an 
engine  ? — It  depends  upon  the  weight,  130  tons  is  a 
train  load. 

174.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  sufficient  amount  of 
rolling  stock  to  compete  with  the  traffic  ? — March 
was  a  heavy  month,  and  we  got  along  all  right  I 
think.  We  do  not  require  any  more,  but  there  is 
none  too  much. 

175.  Have  you  had  any  experience  elsewhere  of 
narrow  gauge  lines  ? — Not  on  narrow  gauge  lines. 

176.  Do  you  know  if  the  plan  has  been  adopted  in 
other  countries  of  lifting  the  inside  of  the  smaller 
truck  out  bodily,  and  putting  it  into  the  broad 
gauge  truck,  contents  and  all  ? — I  have  heard  it 
has  been  attempted  out  here,  but  I  do  not  know 
how  it  would  work. 

177.  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  seen  oat-hay, 
etc.,  in  the  trucks  at  Kalabas  Kraal  unsheeted,  and 
exposed  to  the  rain  ? — It  may  have  been  during 
transshipping. 

178.  But  you,  as  stationmaster,  have  never 
allowed  trucks  to  be  left  like  that  ? — No. 

179.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cattle  come  along 
the  line  and  eat  the  oat-hay  from  the  trucks  ? — 
Yes,  but  the  only  remedy  for  that  is  to  fence  the 
station  in. 

180.  You  think  that  would  be  a  good  thing  ? — 
Yes.  I  have  already  issued  notices  to  people  own- 
ing cattle,  but  they  say  we  should  fence  the 
station  in. 

181.  Then  they  say  cases  of  liquor  are  generally 
one  to  three  bottles  short? — I  did  have  some  trouble 
some  time  ago,  and  had  an  idea  the  boys  were  to 
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Mi-        blame,  but  althout^h  I  watched,  I  could  not  catch 
them.     I  paid  them  off  and  got  fresh  boys.     These 
May  11.  v.m.  fi-esh  boys  did  not  drink,  so  I  do  not  think  there 
have  been  complaints  now. 

182.  Have  you  any  accommodation  at  Kalabas 
Kraal  for  storino- '?— Nothing  beyond  the  trans- 
shipping shed,  and  that  does  not  hold  much. 

183.  Is  it  a  lock-up  shed? — Yes.  We  could,  of 
course,  bring  goods  down  to  the  broad-gauge  shed. 

184.  As  stationmaster  at  Kalabas  Kraal,  are 
you  satisfied  that  everything  has  been  done  to 
make  the  line  a  success  ? — Yes. 

185.  Mr.   Smith.]      Is   the   traffic   increasing  ? — 
Yes,   in   the  building  line.     A   lot   of  timber  and 
bricks  have  been  sent  up. 

186.  Chairman.']  On  the  whole,  do  you  think 
there  are  more  good  stransshipped  from  the  narrow 
to  the  broad  gauge,  or  from  the  broad  to  the 
narrow  ? — During  the  grain  season — say  from 
January  to  April — the  'up"  traffic  would  be  the 
heaviest,  but  for  the  other  months,  I  should  say  it 
would  be  about  equally  balanced. 

187.  So  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  would  be 
about  the  same  ? — The  "  up  "  traffic  would  be  a  little 
heavier. 

188.  Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl.^  Is  there  anything  to 
prevent  oat-hay  getting  wet  in  transshipment  ? — 
If  they  build  a  shed,  through  which  they  could 
transship,  it  could  be  prevented.  I  do  not  think 
there  have  been  many  complaints  where  it  has 
got  wet  during  transshipment.  Of  course,  if  the 
stuff  is  kept  over  the  dry  weather,  the  complaint 
comes  that  it  has  been  delayed. 

189.  Chairman.']  Then  such  statements  as  we 
have  heard,  that  butter  and  perishables  are  ex- 
posed to  the  sun,  or  heat,  or  rain,  are  right  ? — That 
is  correct,  but  they  have  been  sheeted.  I  have 
asked  the  Traffic  Manager  to  erect  a  parcel  shed 
for  this  class  of  goods. 

190.  They  have  not  erected  it  yet  ? — No,  but  it  is 
a  recommendation  which  has  been  put  forward. 
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191.  Do  you  think  the  line  gives  satisfaction  to        Wf. 
the  people  in  the  district  ? — 1  think  there  is  a  lot    '   :_"*'"• 
•of  prejudice  against  it.  ^'-^^  ''-  ^•'^'^• 

192.'  Mr.  Pijott]  Why  should  there  be  prejudice  ? 
— AVell.  they  seem  more  inclined  to  think  they 
should  have  the  broad  gauge,  and  that  they  made 
a  mistake  in  getting  the  narrow  gauge  instead  of 
the  broad. 


Wednesday,  25th  May,  1904. 


PRESENT : 

Me.  Owen-Lewis  (Chairman.) 


Mr.  Pyott. 

Mr.  I.  J.  van  Zyl. 

Mr.  Barrable. 


Mr.  Eoss. 
Colonel  Bayly. 
Mr.  Smith. 


M. 


Mr.  J.  F.  M.  Relief,  examined. 

193.  Chairman^    Has   there   been   any    meeting  Mr.  j.  f 
lield  in   Hopefield  as  regards  this  narrow  gauge        _ 
railway  ? — Yes,  in  February  last,   a  meeting  was  **^y  25, 1904 
called  with   the  object  of  protesting  against   the 
extension  of  the  narrow  gauge  line  from  Hopefield 

•over  the  Berg  Biver.  The  meeting  was  called, 
as  we  knew  the  grievances  and  we  knew  also  that 
the  line  did  not  satisfy  the  public  generally.  We 
called  the  meeting  therefore  to  hear  the  views  of 
the  people.  As  a  result,  we  passed  a  resolution  at 
that  meeting,  which  was  a  very  representative 
one,  protesting,  not  against  the  line  of  railway 
being  extended,  but  against  the  narrow  gauge  being 
extended.  A  Committee  was  chosen,  to  be  called 
upon ;  and  Mr.  Schreuder  and  myself  are  two 
members  of  the  five  chosen. 

194.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  as 
regards  the  way  in  which  the  narrow  gauge  line 
■could  be  improved  ? — There  are  very  great  diffi- 
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Mr.  J.  F.  M.  cultics.     Improvements  could  be  made.  We  should 
Reuet.     j^^^  ^^  have  the  broad  gauge  at  once,  but  we  under- 

May  25. 1904.  staud  that  at  present  that  would  be  very  hard  for 
the  Government  to  do  in  the  absence  of  money, 
and  we  should  not  like  to  press  that  at  present  ; 
but  the  thing  is  that  the  whole  district  is  against 
the  narrow  gauge,  because  it  cannot  carry  heavy 
stuff  and  the  rate  of  travelling  is  very  slow.  At 
present  there  is  a  big  engine  waiting  at  Hopefield 
waiting  repairs  ;  the  weight  of  the  engine  is  15 
tons.  Another  engine,  one  before  this,  they  took 
the  fly-wheel  part  of  the  way  down,  but  it  had  to 
be  brought  back  again.  There  is  another  thing. 
With  regard  to  the  early  train  on  Tuesdays :  it 
leaves  Hopefield  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
is  supposed  to  be  for  business  people.  That  very 
seldom  arrives  in  Cape  Town  before  three  or  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  so  if  we  want  to  come  into 
town  for  business,  four  days  are  thrown  away.  That 
might  be  remedied  if  the  Government  could  start,  on 
Tuesdays,  an  earlier  train — say  before  seven,  to 
meet  the  Malmesbury  passenger  train,  and  not 
niaking  it  a  "  mixed "  train,  but  for  passengers 
only  ;  and  for  the  Malmesbury  train  to  start,  say, 
an  hour  later. 

195.  To  fix  the  time  of  the  main  line  train  to 
give  you  more  time  on  Tuesdays  in  Town  ? — Yes  ; 
we  cannot  ,do  anything  on  Tuesdays  to  go  back 
by  the  train  leaving  Cape  Town  on  Wednesday 
morning,  and  if  we  miss  that  we  must  wait  till 
Friday.  Otherwise,  we  have  to  send  our  carts  to 
Malmesbury,  and  the  Government  loses  the  benefit 
of  the  railway.  Great  buyers  of  grain  and  forage 
absolutely  object  to  place  orders  with  us  unless 
we  can  give  delivery  at  Kalabas  Kraal,  as  they 
cannot  rely  upon  it  reaching  there  and  being 
j)roperly  sent  on  from  there.  The  line  loses  a  lot 
of  grain.  People  prefer  going  to  Moorreesburg  or 
Malmesbury.  We  miss  the  business,  and  the  line 
misses  the  business  to  a  large  extent.  It  is  eighty- 
six  miles  from  Hopefield  to  Cape  Town,  and  it 
takes  over  eight  hours  to  reach  Cape  Town  ;  eight 
hours  is  the  minimum. 
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196.  How  long  does  it  take  from   Hopefield  to  ^*'- '^^  f-  m. 
Kalabas  Kraal  ? — We  travel  at  about  eight  miles        ^—  ' 
an  hour — we  can  do  that  by  cart.     In  February  last,  ^^'»>  ^n,  h>04. 
there  was  a  special  train,  and  we  did  it  then — from 
Hopefield  to  Kalabas  Kraal — in  under  three  hours. 

At  Darling,  they  delay  us  a  tremendously  long 
time  ;  why  they  should  make  us  wait  at  Darling 
and  Kalabas  Kraal  I  do  not  know.  They  want  to 
take  time  for  lunch  there.  We  have  to  wait  for 
live  stock  also. 

197.  With  regard  to  improvements  on  the  narrow 
gauge  line,  have  you  any  more  suggestions  to 
make  ? — At  Kikoesvlei,  there  is  no  platform  or 
shed,  and  that  is  a  siding  used  very  much  for 
loading  salt.  A  shed  is  wanted  there,  for  if  salt 
gets  wet  it  spoils.  Several  hundred  tons  of 
salt  were  sent  last  year,  although  this  year 
it  is  not  so  great,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains.  We 
can  produce  about  80,000  bags  of  salt  if  the  Pans 
are  worked  properly. 

198.  What  is  the  average  production  now  ? — 
Only  one  Pan  is  now  producing,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains.  Another  thing  is  we  have  no  market 
for  the  salt.  Last  year  we  asked  the  Government 
for  a  platform  and  a  small  shed  to  store,  say  200 
bags  at  a  time,  for  the  time  being.  That  would 
lighten  the  difficulty.  Another  thing  is  the  rate  : 
we  now  pay  2d.  a  ton  per  mile,  which  is  more  than 
is  charged  on  other  lines. 

199.  Mr.  Pijott.]  How  much  do  you  pay  on  the 
other  lines  ? — I  think  it  is  about  IJd. 

200.  Still,  you  must  remember  that  the  Govern- 
ment pay  the  cost  of  the  transferring  from  one 
truck  to  another  ? — That  is  not  our  fault.  Govern- 
ment, I  think,  should  bear  that,  as  they  broke  the 
gauge. 

201.  You  had  a  public  meeting  to  oppose  the 
extension  of  the  narrow  gauge  ? — Yes. 

202.  For  what  reason  ? — Because  we  found  it 
could  not  cope  with  the  business  of  the  district. 
It  cannot  carry  heavy  stuff.     Big  merchants   say 
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Ml.  J.  F.  M.  there  is  too  much  waste  and  delay  on  that  line, 
^-^       and  consequently  we  lose  all  their  trade. 

May  25, 1HU4.  203.  Was  it  uot  thc  voice  of  the  people  to  accept 
the  narrow  gauge  ? — No.  Mr.  vSauer  some  time  ago 
moved  that  the  line  should  be  a  broad  gauge,  and 
Dr.  Smartt,  the  Commissioner,  said  "  This  or 
nothing."  So  rather  than  accept  nothing  we 
accepted  half  an  egg — or  rather  the  shell. 

204.  Why  can  it  not  carry  packages  over  15  tons ; 
is  it  the  fault  of  the  trucks,  or  the  fault  of  the 
ballasting  of  the  railway  ? — I  think  it  is  both. 
I  think  the  height  of  the  railway  is  too  great 
also. 

205.  There  is  no  great  amount  of  heavy  packages 
passing  over  this  line  ?  —Well,  many  machines  are 
running  in  the  district,  and  if  the  carrying  power 
would  take  them,  they  would  be  sent  to  Caj)e 
Town  for  repairs. 

206.  Chairman.']  One  suggestion  is  the  running 
of  a  train  on  Tuesdays,  and  another  suggestion  is 
the  putting  up  sheds,  and  also  the  alteration  of 
rates  ? — Yes. 

207.  And  you  are  in  favour  of  the  stations  being- 
fenced  round  ? — Oh,  yes.  The  cattle  have  free 
access  to  oathay,  and  forage. 

208.  Then  I  suppose  the  people  would  like  to 
have  2nd  Class  carriages  put  on  ?■. — Well,  that  is 
not  such  a  great  grievance.  We  object  to  the 
coloured  people  going  so  cheaply  by  the  3rd  Class, 
while  the  1st  Class  fares  are  so  high.  We  should 
like  to  have  return  fares  cheaper,  as  we  are  paying 
more  than  on  the  other  lines.  We  say — bring  us 
on  the  same  level  as  on  the  broad  gauge,  and  we 
do  not  quarrel  about  the  2nd  Class. 

209.  You  want  covered  trucks,  and  trucks  with 
sides  ? — Yes. 

210.  Have  you  sufficient  traffic  to  warrant  the 
Government  reducing  the  rates  ? — That  is  a  matter 
to  be  decided. 

211.  Mr.  Pyott.]  Eailway  freight  is  a  matter  of 
supply  and  demand.  If  you  can  prove  the  popu- 
lation who  would  travel  on  that  line  to  be  sufficient 
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pay,  we  should  ho  only  too  ploasod  Mr  j.  f_ 
he   rates.       You   must   julmit   that   it        '_!' 


to  make  it 
to   reduce   the 

has  been  a  heavy  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  ^'"> -•'  '•"" 
Government  ? — We  must  bear  in  mind  that  tliis  is 
a  new  line,  and  we  are  openiny'  up  the  country.  II" 
facilities  are  given  by  the  railway,  trade  would 
come  on,  whereas  heavy  rates  will  debar  people 
from  using  the  railway. 

212.  On  all  "feeders"  the  rates  are  heavier. 
Government  is  in  this  position,  they  cannot  do 
things  for  nothing  ? — I  know  that.  Now,  I  am 
also  a  post  contractor,  and  the  higher  the  fares  on 
the  railway  the  better  it  pays  me. 

213.  You  can  only  carry  that  to  a  certain  limit  ? 
— I  am  sure  the  Government  can  assist  us  more. 

214.  Chair  man. "\  There  is  a  great  deal  of  traffic, 
I  suppose,  which  does  not  go  on  the  narrow  gauge 
line,  but  goes  by  cart  to  catch  the  broad  gauge  ? — 
Oh,  yes  ;  a  lot  is  being  sent  away  from  the  narrow 
gauge.  We  say,  do  not  extend  the  narrow  gauge 
line  further,  until  the  Government  can  see  their 
way  to  take  the  broad  gauge,  as  we  think  the 
further  the  railway  goes  the  bigger  will  be  the  cost 
of  putting  it  in  order. 

215.  Mr.  Smith.]  Where  is  your  terminus  ? — At 
Hopefield. 

216.  And  do  you  think  the  rolling  stock  is  not 
strong  enough  to  carry  the  transport  ? — Yes. 

217.  You  think  the  district  would  prefer  the 
extension  of  this  narrow  gauge  not  to  be  carried 
out  until  such  times  as  the  Government  are  in  a 
position  to  increase  it  to  the  standard  gauge? — 
Yes,  1  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  country  and 
the  district. 

218.  Where  do  you  propose  the  extension  should 
be  carried  to  ? — 1  believe  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  present  Survey  is  on  the 
lines  pro^Dosed  by  Parliament  last  year.  People 
understood  that  the  narrow  gauge  line  was  going 
to  Saldanha  Bay — the  Saldanha  Bay  people  thought 
it  was  so.  How  it  was  the  Survey  was  made  to- 
wards Berg  Eiver,  we  cannot  quite  understand. 
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Mr.  J.  F.  M.  219.  Mr.  Smith.]  What  is  the  object  of  desiring 
^^!!!*"      to  extend  the  railway  to    Saldanha  Bay  ?— They 

May  2.5.  i!»o4.  have  to  como  from  the  Bay  to  Hoi)efield  and  they 
think  it  would  be  useful  if  the  line  was  extended 
to  them.  Then  we  have  another  scheme  in  our 
minds,  connecting  Porterville  Eoad  to  the  Bay. 

220.  I  do  not  quite  follow  you  about  the  railway 
being  extended  from  Hopefield  to  Saldanha  ? — 
The  view  of  the  farmers  is  that  Messrs.  Stephan 
have  the  monopoly. 

221.  And  they  think  the  railway  to  Saldanha 
Bay  would  benefit  the  farmers  ? — Yes  ;  they  say 
they  are  depending  upon  Messrs.  Stephan  Brothers 
for  transferring  their  wheat  from  Saldanha  Bay 
to  Cape  Town. 

222.  But  they  still  have  the  line  of  steamers  in 
addition  to  the  railway  ? — Yes  ;  they  think  if  the 
line  was  put  on  to  the  Bay  they  could  choose  be- 
tween the  railway  and  the  steamship  line. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Schreuder,  examined. 

Mr.  F.  A.        223.     CliairmanA    You  have  heard  Mr.  Ketief 's 

Schreuder.  •  t  n       a^ 

_  evidence  ? — Yes. 
May  25, 1904.  224.  Havc  you  anything  further  to  add  ? — With 
regard  to  the  line  not  paying,  I  may  state  that  it 
is  caused  by  the  delay  at  Kalabas  Kraal.  Last 
year  (in  February)  several  of  the  Bay  farmers  asked 
me  to  buy  produce.  I  said  I  must  know  where  to 
bring  it  to  the  market,  so  I  wrote  to  Messrs.  D, 
Milsom  &  Co.,  of  Cape  Town,  who  said  if  I  could 
deliver  the  wheat  in  their  stores  and  pay  the  railway 
freight,  they  would  take  it,  but  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  transshipping  at  Kalabas 
Kraal.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  make  the 
speculation,  so  it  was  no  use  buying  it,  and  I  did 
not  do  it.  Secondly  :  If  there  is  a  call  from  up- 
country  for  about  500  bags  of  oats  or  oat  hay 
required  to  be  delivered  in  14  days,  well,  we  can 
buy  at  once,  but  it  lies  at  Kalabas  Kraal  for  a 
week,  and  by  the  time  it  reaches  Johannesburg  the 
market  is  over.  Thirdly  :  With  regard  to  the 
transshipping  at  Kalabas  Kraal.    We  have  unloaded 
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several  trucks,  and  found  that  <2:uano  is  put  on  the    Mr.  fa. 
toi^  of  su<2:ar,  rice,  etc.      Barbed  wire  is  put  on  tne 

top  of  potatoes.  May2r..  1H.M. 

225.  You  know  that  of  your  own  personal 
knowledge? — Yes,  I  unloaded  the  stuff  myself. 
There  is  no  staff  at  Hopetield  l)eyond  the  station- 
master  and  one  porter. 

226.  Did  you  make  any  complaint  at  the  time  ? — 
I  made  several  complaints  about  loss  of  goods. 

227.  But  did  you  complain  about  this  ? — I  com- 
plained to  the  stationmaster.  and  he  said  the 
Government  could  not  pay  for  more  staff. 

228.  In  the  evidence  which  we  have  from  the 
railway  oflBcials,  it  is  stated  that  they  consider  the 
staff  is  sufficient,  not  that  the  Government  would 
not  give  them  any  more  ? — I  think  the  station- 
master  requires  another  boy  to  assist  the  porter  at 
Hopefield. 

229.  But  it  is  at  Kalabas  Kraal  that  the  trans- 
shipping takes  place.  You  do  your  own  loading 
and  off-loading  ? — Yes. 

230.  Have  you  been  to  Kalabas  Kraal  to  see  the 
transshipping? — I  have  been  twice,  and  saw  the 
way  they  handled  the  goods.  They  threw  the  goods 
from  one  truck  to  another. 

231.  What  kind  of  goods  ? — General  goods, 
groceries,  tins  of  oil.  They  do  not  put  them  down 
carefully  :  they  drop  them  down. 

232.  You  think  there  is  room  for  improvement 
at  Kalabas  Kraal,  as  regards  the  staff  ? — I  think  the 
staff  is  big  enough.  I  think  they  ought  to  have 
a  proper  man  for  inspection — not  to  stay  there,  but 
to  inspect  the  line  there.  I  made  a  complaint  by 
letter  the  other  day,  and  they  said  the  matter  was 
receiving  their  attention.  I  think  if  the  broad 
gauge  is  there  it  would  make  it  more  paying. 

233.  But  about  the  narrow  gauge,  have  you  any 
more  suggestions  to  otter  ? — No,  not  beyond  what 
I  have  already  said. 

234.  Mr.  Smith.]  How  do  you  account  for  the 
non- forwarding  of  the  goods  ?  You  say  goods 
bought   for    up-country    T-emMin    for   a   long   time 
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Mr.  F.  A.    before  being  forwarded  ? — It  may  be  through  care- 
schreuder.   ^g^g^ess  of  the  officials   there,  or   the  scarcitj  of 

Vlay  25.  11)04.  trUCks. 

235.  What  is  the  service  ? — Tri- weekly. 

236.  In  forwarding  goods,  would  you  not,  as  a 
business  man,  take  the  opi^ortunity  of  meeting  the 
outgoing  train,  so  as  not  to  have  delay — sending 
your  goods  to  meet  the  service  ? — Well,  as  soon  as 
we  receive  the  goods  at  Hopehell  w  j  forward  at 
once  to  Kalabas  Kraal,  and  that  is  where  the  delay 
takes  place. 

237.  Colonel  Bayly?\  Is  there  any  reserve  of 
trucks  at  Kalabas  Kraal  ? — Oh  yes,  there  are 
plenty  there. 
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